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Playtime!
From the terrace,
accessed from the
entry hall, at right,
the view is of ocean,
trees and a bocce
ball court, where Lily
the Golden Retriever
waits for the action
to begin.

With family visits in mind, a couple restores a
Spanish-style house with ocean views at Pebble Beach.
IT HAS BEEN SAID that The Ark has a soul. When considering the history of the Spanish hacienda-style house
and the families that have cherished it, there is no doubt.
Located near The Lodge at Pebble Beach, the
house overlooks Stillwater Cove and provides a view of
Carmel Beach. It was built in 1925 for San Francisco
socialites Estelle and Kenneth Monteagle, whose
architect, Clarence Tantau, also designed the clubhouses
at Monterey Peninsula Country Club, Pasatiempo near
Santa Cruz and the ranch house at Holman Ranch in
Carmel Valley.

Among its owners was Brown Jordan founder
Walter Johnson Lamb, who sold it to businessman,
ambassador and philanthropist Leonard Firestone in
1963. Firestone, who had a house on the 14th fairway
of Pebble Beach Golf Links, bought it for his children,
who visited “two by two,” hence his dubbing it The
Ark. Appropriately, the 18-foot-high beamed ceiling in
the living room resembles the hull of a ship.
“It was a house for all the kids,” says a Firestone
stepdaughter who raised her children there. “There
were people visiting all the time — friends, family, golf
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pros. There wasn’t anyone who didn’t know there was a
key under the rock.”
The current owners bought the house from Firestone’s
daughter and son-in-law, Lendy and Daryl Brown, in
2007. Likewise, they acquired it with their children and
grandchildren in mind. They needed more room than
their former house provided and were attracted by the
views of the ocean and ancient oaks, the openness and
the combination of “tile and Spanish style.”
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But there were drawbacks. The kitchen was nonfunctional. The bedrooms opened to a covered walkway so that
you stepped outdoors to access the rest of the house. The
master bedroom had a leaky ceiling and cracked ﬂoor.
The owners rallied the team with whom they had
worked on previous projects: architect Eric Miller of
Paciﬁc Grove, Steve Hattersley of Hattersley Construction
in Salinas and interior designer Charlene Clouse of
Clouse House in Oakland.

Miller used the word “authentic” to describe the
plaster-and-tile hacienda, which has a protected courtyard in the front and a terrace with a view in the back.
“The house was like an archaeological site that needed
to be respected,” Miller says. “We wanted to keep the
beautiful parts of the house and reinforce them.”
Hattersley and Clouse wanted to maintain the
integrity of the house. “My biggest challenge, but also
the most rewarding, was trying to match all the ﬁnishes
and millwork of the original house so that the additions did not look like a prosthesis, but rather a natural
appendage,” Hattersley says.
The owner’s wife, an artist, claims to have every
book ever written about Spanish architecture and
referred to them religiously during the remodel. She

and her husband camped in the former housekeeper’s
quarters — a bedroom, bathroom and small kitchen
— during the yearlong renovation. One morning, she
walked out and looked at her new white kitchen and
stopped cold. “The island looked like a white operating
table in a veterinary clinic,” she recalls. The kitchen and
adjoining family room are now painted Ligurian gold, a
color she mixed that brings to mind the Italian Riviera.
The same warmth is found in the walkway, which
the owners enclosed to create a glass-walled gallery
with French doors opening to the courtyard.
Hattersley, who had to reinforce the foundation for
the gallery, used existing roof supports and fabricated
new ones. “We hand chipped, wire brushed and replicated the original ﬁnish,” he says.

Artful Infusion
An 18th century statue
of San Miguel sets the
tone in the gallery. The
handcrafted ﬂoor tiles
match those in the living
room, at right, where a
painting by the artistowner hangs above a 17th
century Spanish table.
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